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Floodplain Management and the 
State’s Role:  

 



Montana Floodplain Program Provides 

 Mapping 

 Community Assistance Visits 

 Ordinance Review and Assistance 

 General Technical Assistance  

 Training  

 Outreach 

 Floodplain Administrators Database 

 Floodplain Website 



Program Staff  
 Water Operations – Floodplain Program 

Laurence Siroky, Bureau Chief 

Traci Sears, NFIP 
Coordinator- Unit Supervisor  

Mary Guokas,  
Outreach 

Coordinator 

Bri Shipman, 
Training 

Coordinator 

Tiffany Lyden, 
Regulations 
Specialist 

Steve Story, Floodplain 
Engineer – Unit Supervisor 

Mary Gibson, 
MAP MOD 
Specialist 

Dave Amman, 
Water 

Measurement 

Chad Hill, 

Chief 
Engineer  
Specialist 





State Program 

DNRC Floodplain Program Overview 

Federally Funded: 

 Community Assistance Program (CAP) 
 CAP Coordinator – Traci Sears 

 Training Officer – Bri Shipman 

 Regulation Specialist – Tiffany Lyden 

 Outreach – Mary Guokas 

 MapMod/Risk MAP Program 
 Risk MAP Coordinator – Mary Gibson 

 Outreach – Mary Guokas/Tiffany Lyden 

 Engineering/GIS Support– Chad Hill 



State Program 

DNRC Floodplain Program Overview 

State Funded:  

 State Engineer Position– Steve Story 
 Regional Engineering Specialists (share w/other State programs) 
 In-House GIS Support (share w/other State programs) 
 Water Measurement – Dave Amman 

 



Floodplain Management and the State’s Role 

 Enable communities with the legal authorities needed to 
adopt and enforce floodplain management regulations. 

 Establish minimum State regulatory standards consistent 
with the NFIP. 

 Provide program and technical assistance to participating 
local governments.  

 Coordinate activities of various State agencies that affect 
the NFIP.   



 
Floodplain Regulations:  Community Ordinances 

 

 

 Must meet or exceed Federal requirements specified in 
44 CFR.  

 

 Must meet or exceed State requirements of the Montana 
Administrative Rules.   

 

  



State Regulations 

 

 MT CODE ANNOTATED (MCA) - STATUTES:  laws 
passed by the legislature.  All changes must go through 
the legislative process and be passed into law before 
they become effective. 

 Montana Floodplain and Floodway Management Act 

  - MCA Title 76, Chapter 5 

  



DNRC Engineering Technical Assistance  

 Program Description 

 Complimentary engineering technical support 
offered to communities (counties and municipalities) 
that participate in the NFIP throughout Montana.   

 

 Purpose 

 Provide technical assistance to communities with 
limited resources and expertise to help them 
evaluate sufficiency of floodplain submittals and 
make sound floodplain management decisions.   

 



 Floodplain related submittals that involve scientific 
and engineering analysis, including technical 
reviews of:   

 Floodplain Development Permit Applications, 

 Subdivision Floodplain delineations and Flood Hazard 
Evaluations, 

 Letter of Map Changes (LOMCs) – CLOMR, LOMR, LOMA, 
etc.,  

 Floodplain Studies, 

 Proposed projects near or within a regulated floodplain, 

 Variances, General Consultation, & Site Visits 

 

 

General Technical Assistance Provided 





7/24/2012 

Program Protocol: 

 Community responsible to evaluate completeness of 
submittal and coordinate with applicant.  DNRC will offer 
additional training and tools (checklist) to help FPAs.   

 DNRC comments & recommendations – provided in 
itemized list format for tracking multiple review exchanges.   

 A maximum of 3 review exchanges will be provided by 
DNRC per application.  After 3rd exchange, community 
shall issue, deny, or solicit services from 3rd party at their 
own cost.   

 

DNRC Engineering Technical Assistance  



Floodplain Training -  Provided by the State 

 DNRC Floodplain Resource Seminar  

 (Annually - Every Summer) 

 AMFM 

 (Annually – Every Spring) 

 Community Specific Training 

 (When needed) 

 Regional Training Events 

 (Every two years or when needed) 

 

 



Training Topics 

• Floodplain Management 

• Insurance 

• Legal Workshops 

• Mitigation and Disaster Recovery 

• Engineering and Surveying 

• Permitting 

• GIS 

• CRS 

• Silver Jackets 



Floodplain Outreach Activities 

Newsletters 

First Contact for new FPAs 

Community Events 

DNRC Floodplain Website 

Outreach Material 

Attending Various Conferences and 
Workshops  
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Thank you! 
 


